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PAYMENT FOR ECO-SYSTEM (PES) SCHEME 
GUIDELINES 

 

PES scheme is meant to support villages, communities, clans or individuals that commit to conserve and 

protect Natural Forests for a minimum period of 30 years. 

 

Villages, communities, clans or individuals that have a minimum of 5 Hectares of Natural Forest are eligible 

under this scheme. Those with land smaller than 5 Hectare can group their lands with other natural forest 

land owners so that the total size becomes 5 Hectares or more, provided that these forest lands are close by. 

  

FINANCIAL SUPPORT:  

 

Rs. 8000 per Hectare per year for 5 years  

 

Additional amount will be given if the forests meet the following criteria:  

 

TABLE 1 

Sn. Particular Additional Reward amount (in Rupees) 

1 If the Forest is registered as community 
reserve with Forest Department 
 
If the forest is not yet registered, the applicant 
can apply for registration with State Forest 
Department (Wildlife Division) and submit a 
copy of the application receipt while 
submitting the application (even Individual 
owner can apply for registration) 
 

Rs. 5000 per hectare per year 

2 If Forest is very dense forest or traditionally 
recognised Sacred Grove or has Living Root 
Bridge or is located in eco-sensitive zones 
around protected areas* (National Parks and 
Wildlife Sanctuary) or in wildlife corridors**.    

Rs. 2000 per hectare per year 

*Eco-sensitive zone as defined by Forest Department 

** Wildlife corridor as identified by Forest Department 

 

Note:  

 

1) Financial support for Village/Community/Clan Forest is as follows: 

 For the first 50 Hectares    : As per the amounts indicated above 

 For the next 50 Hectares      : 50% of the amounts indicated above  

 Any additional hectares above 100 Hectares  : 25% of the amounts indicated above 

 

1) Financial support for Individual Forest is as follows: 

 For the first 25 Hectares    : As per the amounts indicated above 

 For the next 25 Hectares      : 50% of the amounts indicated above  

 Any additional hectares above 50 Hectares : 25% of the amounts indicated above 
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HOW CAN THE FUNDS BE USED? 

The funds can be used for the following activities: 

TABLE 2 

  

Year 1 

100% of the 

funds to be used 

for the following 

activites 

Year 2 

50% of the funds 

to be used for the 

following 

activities 

Year 3 

50% of the funds 

to be used for 

the following 

activities 

Year 4 

50% of the funds 

to be used for the 

following 

activities 

Year 5 

50% of the funds 

to be used for 

the following 

activities 

Sl Activities 

1 
Demarcation of 

forest boundary 

Nursery – creation 

and maintenance 

Nursery – creation 

and maintenance 

Nursery – creation 

and maintenance 

Nursery – creation 

and maintenance 

3 

Land preparation 

for gap filling 

plantation 

Gap Filling Gap Filling Gap Filling Gap Filling 

4 
Forest protection 

activities 

Forest protection 

activities 

Forest protection 

activities 

Forest protection 

activities 

Forest protection 

activities 

5 

Forest fire 

prevention and 

control activities  

S&MC activities S&MC activities S&MC activities S&MC activities 

6 
 Assisted Natural 

Regeneration 

Preparation of 

Forest 

Management Plan  

Preparation of 

Forest 

Management Plan  

Preparation of 

Forest 

Management Plan 

Preparation of 

Forest 

Management Plan 

7   Composting Composting Composting Composting 

8  

Forest fire 

prevention and 

control activities 

Forest fire 

prevention and 

control activities 

Forest fire 

prevention and 

control activities 

Forest fire 

prevention and 

control activities 

9  
 Assisted Natural 

Regeneration 

 Assisted Natural 

Regeneration 

 Assisted Natural 

Regeneration  

 Assisted Natural 

Regeneration 

10  

Any activity 

outside forest 

boundary 

Any activity 

outside forest 

boundary 

Any activity 

outside forest 

boundary 

Any activity 

outside forest 

boundary 

11  

The remaining 50% of funds in year 2 to year 5 is being given as an 

incentive and can be used as per the discretion of the applicant; However, 

the fund or the benefits thereof has to be equitably shared amongst all 

primary stakeholders that includes the owner(s) and user(s) of the forests. 
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WOULD APPLYING FOR THIS FUND TAKE AWAY THE OWNERSHIP OF THE FOREST? 

No, there will be no change in status of ownership of the forest/land. 

 

WOULD APPLYING FOR THIS FUND RESTRICT THE USE OF THE FOREST? 

No, only some activities will be restricted. A list of permissible and restricted activities are given below.  

 

Permissible Activities: 

1. Collection of minor forest produce for household use (Fire Wood, medicinal plants and herbs, fruits, 

mushrooms, honey and other produce that is not timber) 

2. Nature tourism which does not involve construction or physical alteration of the forest landscape 

3. Water collection for local consumption 

 

Prohibited Activities: 

1. Grazing 

2. Felling of trees 

3. Mining  

4. Jhumming or Agricultural activities 

5. Hunting 

6. Introduction of exotic or invasive species 

7. Construction of permanent structures except those activities that are listed in table 2 

8. Any other activities that lead to diversion of forest into non-forest activity 

 

  

PRIORITY FOR SELECTION 

 

1. In case proposals received exceeds the funds allocated under this scheme, then priority for financial 

support will be as follow: 

1st Priority  : Village and Community Forests meeting criteria in Table 1, point 1 

2nd Priority : Clan Forests meeting criteria in Table 1, point 1 

3rd Priority  : Individual Forests meeting criteria in Table 1, point 1 

4th Priority  : Village and Community Forests meeting criteria in Table 1, point 2 

5th Priority : Clan Forests meeting criteria in Table 1, point 2 

6th Priority : Village, Community and Clan Forests 

7th Priority  : Individual Forests meeting criteria in Table 1, point 2  

8th Priority  : Individual Forests 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 District Name of Contact person Designation Phone Number  

1 East Khasi Hills 
Pynshngain Skhemlang 
Rymmai 

District Project Manager 7005713020 

2 West Khasi Hills 
Iophio Pakyntein District Project Manager 9366849149 

3 Eastern West Khasi Hills 

4 South West Khasi Hills John Kearney Wanniang District Project Manager 9862125526 

5 East Jaintia Hills Wilhelmos Shylla District Project Manager 8837352834 

6 Ri Bhoi Van Shanborlang Buhphang District Project Manager 9774944910 

7 West Jaintia Hills Larry Cooper Banks District Project Manager 8097805865 

8 East Garo Hills Dimsrang M Sangma District Project Manager 9774676909 

9 West Garo Hills Sitaram Prasad Sah District Project Manager 7005051834 

10 North Garo Hills Celine R Sangma District Project Manager 8575261578 

11 South Garo Hills Justine G. Momin District Project Manager 6009339138 

12 South West Garo Hills Anitya G Momin District Project Manager 8259955946 

 

 


